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Summary 

The Education Sciences Reform Act (ESRA, Title I of RL. 107-279) established the Institute of 
Education Sciences (1ES) as an independent research arm of the Department of Education (ED). 
The 1ES Director, appointed by the President with the advice and consent of the Senate, serves a 
six-year term and is advised by a technical panel composed primarily of educational researchers, 
the National Board of Educational Sciences (NBES). 

The 1ES consists of four research centers, the National Center for Education Research (NCER), 
the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), the National Center for Education 
Evaluation and Regional Assistance (NCEE), and the National Center for Special Education 
Research (NCSER). NCER sponsors research leading to the accumulation of knowledge and 
understanding of education. NCES collects and analyzes education information and statistics in a 
manner that meets the highest methodological standards. NCEE supports evaluation, technical 
assistance, development, and dissemination activities. NCSER sponsors research to expand 
knowledge and understanding of the needs of infants, toddlers, and children with disabilities. 

Along with ESRA, P.L. 107-279 enacted two additional acts authorizing programs and activities 
operating within 1ES — the Educational Technical Assistance Act (ETAA, Title 11 of P.L. 107-279) 
and the National Assessment of Educational Progress Authorization Act (NAEPAA, Title 111 of 
P.L. 107-279). ETAA authorizes 1ES to make grants to local entities for the purpose of supporting 
varied technical assistance activities and to states for statewide, longitudinal data systems. 
NAEPAA authorizes 1ES to conduct a national assessment, state assessments, and a long-term 
trend assessment in reading and mathematics. 

Authorities under ESRA expired in FY2008; however, funding for ESRA programs and activities 
has continued through annual appropriations legislation. The 113 th Congress may act on 
legislation to reauthorize ESRA. 
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Introduction 

The federal government has supported efforts to gather educational statistics for nearly 150 years. 
Collecting statistics and facts on the condition and progress of education was the core function of 
the earliest version of the Office of Education (P.L. 39-73, enacted March 2, 1867). Elowever, a 
coordinated national undertaking resembling today’s research and statistics effort did not begin to 
take shape until the mid-1970s with the creation of the National Institute of Education (N1E) 
under the Education Amendments of 1 972 (P.L. 92-3 1 8) and the National Center for Education 
Statistics (NCES) under the Education Amendments of 1974 (P.L. 93-380). In 1985, the N1E was 
replaced by the Office of Educational Research and Improvement (OER1) through executive 
authority. 1 The present-day federal educational research and statistics effort is carried out by the 
Institute of Education Sciences (IES), which replaced OERI in 2002 through provisions adopted 
with the passage of the Education Sciences Reform Act (ESRA, Title I of P.L. 107-279). 

ESRA established IES as an independent research institute housed within the Department of 
Education (ED) headed by a Director, appointed by the President with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, to serve a term of six years. ESRA also established a technical panel composed 
primarily of researchers, the National Board of Educational Sciences (NBES), to advise the 
Director on the policies of the institute and approve research priorities and procedures for 
technical and scientific peer review. Additionally, this panel is charged with assessing the 
progress of IES and making recommendations for improvement. 

ESRA established three national centers to conduct the work of IES in three areas: the National 
Center for Education Research (NCER), the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), and 
the National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance (NCEE). Subsequently, 
P.E. 108-446, which reauthorized the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 
amended ESRA adding a fourth center to operate within IES, the National Center for Special 
Education Research (NCSER). 

Along with ESRA, P.L. 107-279 enacted two additional acts authorizing programs and activities 
operating within IES — the Educational Technical Assistance Act (ETAA, Title II of P.L. 107-279) 
and the National Assessment of Educational Progress Authorization Act (NAEPAA, Title III of 
P.L. 107-279). 2 ETAA authorizes IES to make grants to local entities for the purpose of 
supporting varied technical assistance activities and to states for statewide, longitudinal data 
systems. NAEPAA authorizes IES to conduct a national assessment, state assessments, and a 
long-term trend assessment in reading and mathematics in grades 4, 8, and 12. 

Overall, while many changes that affect federal educational research and statistics activities were 
enacted through ESRA, among the particularly prominent changes were those leading to the 
creation of an independent research institute and those specifying “scientifically-based” or 
“scientifically-valid” standards for research. 3 Under the provisions of ESRA, IES operates as an 



1 The Department of Education Organization Act (P.L. 96-88), which created the cabinet-level U.S. Department of 
Education, included provisions providing for executive authority to restructure the federal educational research 
function; however, this authority was not exercised until several years after it was initially available. 

2 ESRA is commonly used to refer to the entirety of P.L. 107-279, although technically ESRA is only Title I of this 
legislation. In this report, ESRA is used to refer to Title I. 

3 The Government Accountability Office recently conducted a study of ESRA reforms, see U.S. Government 
(continued...) 
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